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LAIRD CITES . 
VIET POLICY 
ALTERNATIVE 

If Paris Talks Fail, He 
Says, Other Tactics 
Would Be Used 

t Washington Bureau of Th» Sun] 

Washington, March 21— Mel- 
vin R. Laird, Secretary of De- 
fense, said today the Nixon ad- 
ministration would follow an 
“alternative” course in the con- 
duct of the Vietnam war if Paris 
peace talks fail. 

He did not, however, describe 
what this “alternative” would 
be. 

*'' 1 During a hearing before mem- 
bers of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, Mr. Laird said 
the administration still was 
“hopeful” that the Paris nego- 
tiations would succeed. 

Every effort is being made, in 
.private as well as through regu- 
lar 'diplomatic channels, to 
achieve this objective, he testi- 
fied. 

Mr. Laird’s cautious words, 
along with some other congres- 
sional comment, supported the 
prevalent notion in Washington 
that important behind-the-scenes 
negotiations are underway. 

No Support For McGovern 
The .two Senate Democratic 
leaders, Mike Mansfield (D., 
Mont.) and Edward M. Kennedy 
(D.,, Mass.), gave no support 
Monday to an attack on the ad- 
ministration’s Vietnam polities 
by Senator George McGovern 
(D , S.D.). 

. Later Mr. Kennedy talked in 
vague terms of a Nixon peace 
“plan” and Mr. mansfleld said 
the President had a number of 
Vietnam “proposals." 

Today Representative Gerald 
R. Ford (R., Mich.) told a group 
of newsmen the administration 
“is hopeful some real progress 
, will be made in Paris.” , 

> In words paralleling those by 
Mr. Laird at the Senate hearing, 
he also, remarked: 

“I .think we’re either going to 
get;!, settlement or have some 
action . . a different solution 
: militarily than what we’ve had."' 


' ’ Political Solution 1 

Any such action, Mr. Ford ( 
"'added, would not be designed to , 
achieve a military victory but , 
rather a “political solution,” > 
perhaps . a “Korea-type settle- . 
merit.” 

Mr, Fora said that a failure to , 
end the war would hurt the Re- 1 
publican party in the 1970 else- , 
tiofi#, perhaps even more than . 
an- unfavorable settlement. 

His -political assessment' was , 
much ; like that offered by Sena- , 
toe i, William Fulbright (D., . 
Akr.), who stated at the Senate < 
hearing that de-escalation of the , 
war would “not only be a great j 
service to the American people , 
but , would also be good poli- • 
■tics.’!.;!;. 

■ If the Vietnam conflict contin- • 

. ues, Mr. Fulbright warned,, it 

; wili become “Nixon’s war.” 

■ • ; !• Chance To Be Great 

The Foreign Relations Com- , 
mittee chairman said President ! 
Nixon and Secretary Laird have ‘ 
a chance to be “great leaders” , 

• if they “turn around” the na-f 
tion’s war policies. Otherwise, : 
he cautioned, they will face the 
political fate of former Presi- 
dent Johnson. 

Iirresponse to Mr. Fulbright’s 
• assertion that “escalation is in- 



